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UNIVERSITIES REOPEN BUT STUDENTS MAY NOT RETURN 

LONDON FOR SEITZ 

REF: ACCRA 4435 

1 . ON JUNE 9 HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG ANNOUNCED 
REOPENING OF UNIVERSITIES (CLOSED MAY 13 IN THE WAKE 
OF STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS) OSTENSIBLY AS A RESULT 

OF APPEALS FROM THE NATIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS AND FROM 
CHURCHMEN AND UNIVERSITY OFFICERS. COUNCIL 
OF UNIVERSITY OF GHANA ALSO MET JUNE 9 TO DISCUSS 
PLANS TO HOLD EXAMINATIONS IN JUNE AND 
JULY. 

2. ALTHOUGH DAILY GRAPHIC ASSERTED LECTURES WOULD 
RESUME JUNE 13 AND THAT THE MAJORITY OF STUDENTS 
WERE BACK ON CAMPUSM GHANAIAN TIMES REPORTED (MORE 
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ACCURATELY WE BELIEVE) THAT AS OF JUNE 12 VERY FEW 
STUDENTS WERE TO BE SEEN ON CAMPUS IN ACCRA (LEGON) 

KUMASI OR CAPE COAST. TIMES QUOTED ONE STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE AS ATTRIBUTING ABSENCE OF STUDENTS TO 
TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES; HE EXPRESSED HOPE, 

ACCORDING TO PAPER, THAT LECTURES MIGHT RESUME BY 
JUNE 16-17 WHEN LIFE AT CAMPUS WOULD HAVE "RETURNED 
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TO NORMAL." 

3. COMMENT: ONLY HANDFULLS OF STUDENTS WERE IN 
SIGHT AT UNIVERSITY OF GHANA (LEGON) EVENING JUNE 12. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT NATIONAL UNION OF GHANA STUDENTS 
(NUGS) LEADERS ARE TO MEET IN KUMASI JUNE 13 TO DECIDE 
ON NEXT STEPS. THERE IS SOME DOUBT WHETHER CLASSES 

OR EXAMINATIONS WILL IN FACT RESUME IN NEAR FUTURE. 

SINCE NUGS AND OTHERS MAY DECIDE TO STAND BY DEMANDS 
THAT ACHEAMPONG STEP DOWN OR AGREE TO A SPEEDY 
TRANSITION TO CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD 
THAT SOME STUDENTS WHO ARE BACK ON CAMPUS ARE POSTING 
ANTI-SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL STATEMENTS. 

4. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT. GHANA MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION REPORTEDLY DECIDED ON JUNE 9 TO CALL OFF 

ITS THREE DAY STRIKE FOLLOWING REOPENING OF UNIVERSITIES. 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT APPEALED TO ALL DOCTORS 
TO RESUME DUTY, ACCORDING TO GHANA NEWS AGENCY 
REPORT, BUT WE SUSPECT DOCTORS MAY CONTINUE TO 
BACK STUDENTS, IF LATTER REFUSE TO GO BACK TO 
UNIVERSITIES. 

5. ALTHOUGH PRESS HAILED ACHEAMPONG'S DECISION TO 
REOPEN UNIVERSITIES AS A STATESMAN LIKE AND 
MAGNANIMOUS STROKE, WE BELIEVE STUDENTS WON THIS 
ROUND. ACHEAMPONG HAD THREATENED TO PUT THEM TO WORK 
IN THE FIELDS: PRIVATELY, HE TALKED OF KEEPING 
UNIVERSITIES CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS. FORCED BY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ACCRA 04464 131534Z 

PRESSURE FROM THE CHIEFS AND PUBLIC TO YIELD, HE 
WILL NOT FIND, WE THINK, THAT STUDENTS WILL NOW 
ROLL OVER AND PLAY DEAD. 

SMITH 
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